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1. CONSUMPTION: DOMESTIC NORWEGIAN CONSUMPTION OP COBALT 
INSIGNIFICANT, PROBABLY LESS THAN FIVE METRIC TONS ANNUALLY, 

ACCORDING TO INDUSTRY SOURCE. MAJOR CONSUMER IS ONE ELECTRO 
STEEL WORKS. MAJOR SOURCE OF SUPPLY FOR DOMESTIC MARKET 

IS FALCONBRIDGE NIKKELVERK A/S, KRISTIANSAND S. NORWAY. 

2. STOCKS: NO STOCK DATA AVAILABLE. EXCEPT FOR REFINERY 
INVENTORIES OP ELECTROLYTIC COBALT, STOCKS OF COBALT PRODUCTS 
ARE LIKELY TO BE INSIGNIFICANT. NO INFORMATION AVAILABLE ON 
PRODUCT-TYPES IN UNUSUALLY SHORT SUPPLY. 

3. PRODUCTION: 1977 PRODUCTION 705 MT; ESTIMATED 1978 OUT- 
PUT 700 MT. PALCONB RIDGE NIKKELVERK A/S ONLY DOMESTIC PRODUCER 
OF ELECTROLYTIC COBALT EXTRACTED PROM COPPER-NICKEL MATTE. 

CURRENT OPERATION RATE ABOUT 60 PERCENT OF CAPACITY. SO FAR 

NO PLANS TO EXPAND PRODUCTION IN LIGHT OP RECENT ZAIRE DEVELOP- 
MENTS. 

4. PRICES: PRICES CHARGED ARE INTERNATIONAL MARKET 
PRICES FOR ELECTROLYTIC COBALT. FALCONBRIDGE NIKKELVERK'S 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 OSLO 02905 1 3 1 1 1 OZ 

MAJOR MARKET IS THE US, SECONDARY MARKET CONTINENTAL EUROPE. 

NORWEGIAN FOREIGN TRADE STATISTICS DOES NOT DISCLOSE 
VALUE OR VOLUME OF COBALT EXPORTS BECAUSE ONLY ONE DOMESTIC 
EXPORTER, BUT SUCH DATA SHOULD BE AVAILABLE PROM US IMPORT 
STATISTICS. IN APRIL-MAY THIS YEAR PALCONBRIDGE NIKKELVERK'S 
EXPORTS TO THE US (BALTIMORE) AMOUNTED TO 65 MT, OR PRACTI- 
CALLY ITS ENTIRE COBALT PRODUCTION IN THOSE MONTHS. 
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5. GOVERNMENT POLICIES: GON HAS TAKEN NO ACTION, 

AND IS NOT EXPECTED TO TAKE ANY ACTION IN RESPONSE TO 
CURRENT TIGHT SUPPLY SITUATION. 

6. COMPANY ALLOCATION POLICIES: FALCONBRIDGE NIKKELVERK 
OEFICIAL TOLD REPORTING OEFICER THAT THE COMPANY ALLOCA- 
TION POLICIES ARE DIRECTED BY THE MARKET AND THAT RECENT 
DEVELOPMENTS ARE UNLIKELY TO CHANGE EXISTING DISTRIBUTION 
PATTERN. 
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